
 

MEDIA RELEASE Event Da te:  Sensa tion Music  Sta tion Launc h, Thurs 3rd  May  
- Tours and Performance: 6PM-8PM 
 
Plymouth’s b iggest c ommunity music  organisation is offic ia lly launc hing the 
only multi-sensory music  studio of its kind in the country.    
 
The groundbreaking  Sensa tion Music  Sta tion has been built a t Plymouth Music  Zone using  lottery 
money won in a  tough TV voting  c ompetition a llowing  the pub lic  to  dec ide whic h p rojec ts in the 
South West should  rec eive £50,000 of fund ing . The room a t the Devonport c harity’ s Bric kfie lds’  base is 
made up  of spec ia l sound  and  bespoke multi-sensory equipment to help  d isab led  c hild ren and 
others to exp lore music  in a  magic a l interac tive environment – using  software only found  in two 
other p lac es worldwide.  
 
Plymouth Music  Zone’s Spec ia l Needs Coord ina tor, Anna  Ba tson, says: 
“ This room really is sensational in every sense and we’re a ll hugely exc ited about what it’ll mean to 
a ll the people we work with. It’s a lmost like having a music a l tard is that c an open up whole new 
worlds for everyone from babies a ll the way upwards bec ause it introduc es new ways of 
experienc ing music . The Sensation Music  Station a lso puts us on trac k to bec oming a Centre of 
Excellence for music  c reation, performance and record ing for d isabled people and those with 
sensory impairments. Plymouth has needed that for a  very long time.”   
 
The opening  event follows a  day of workshops g iving  c hild ren their first taste of wha t’ s rea lly possib le 
in the Sensa tion Music  Sta tion. There will then be a  series of tours and  performanc es in the evening  to 
mark the offic ia l launc h. Guests will a lso be ab le to see other add itiona l fac ilities made possib le by a  
£25,000 grant from loc a l agenc y, Devonport Regenera tion Company Partnership . Their fund ing  has 
a llowed  the music  educ a tion c harity to c rea te an impressive outdoor c lassroom as well as new 
fenc ing , sec urity, stag ing  and  sea ting . 
 
PMZ Projec t Direc tor, Ben Ba lla rd  says: 
“ These fac ilities really take PMZ to a new level in terms of what we c an offer people in the c ity and 
we’re really grateful to DRCP and the Big Lottery for making it possib le. That funding and everyone’s 
support has ac tually helped Plymouth Music  Zone to bec ome a real p ioneer in the field  of music  
nationally and even worldwide – and that not only puts music  on the map but Devonport and 
Plymouth too. That should make us very proud.”    
 
Plymouth Music  Zone will be develop ing  a  p rogramme of use for the new fac ility over the c oming 
weeks and  hopes to inc lude volunteering  and  tra ining  opportunities. The Sensa tion Music  Sta tion 
launc h is on Thurs 3rd  May sta rting  a t 6pm. Please c a ll Glyn Fuge a t PMZ for further deta ils or to 
reserve a  p lac e on 01752 213690.   
-ENDS- See below for Notes to Ed itors 



 

 
Med ia  Release c ont… 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 

Plymouth Music  Zone won £57,000 from the Big  Lottery in the ITV Peop le’ s Millions c ompetition 
last November polling  the highest number of votes in the reg ion.  
 
Part of the Sensa tion Music  Sta tion uses p ioneering ‘Sound  Crea tions’  software developed  by 
loc a l award  w inning c ompany, HMC Interac tive. This innova tive interac tive software was first 
developed  in the United  Sta tes for c hild ren w ith autism and  c erebra l pa lsy and  is only used  by 
3 p lac es worldwide. It has been further developed  in c onjunc tion w ith Plymouth Music  Zone 
to fully a llow the user to exp lore sound  and  images simultaneously and  enc ourage p roac tivity 
and  engagement in sessions.    

 
Plymouth Music  Zone’s “ SENSATION MUSIC STATION”  a ims: 

 
·  To p rovide high qua lity music  educ a tion and  opportunities for peop le w ith d isab ilities and / or 

sensory impa irments a t Plymouth Music  Zone. 
 

·  To p rovide a  sta te-of-the-a rt ded ic a ted  sensory development environment in a  d ed ic a ted  
spac e a t Plymouth Music  Zone tha t w ill be an ac c essib le c ommunity fac ility - p rimarily to 
enc ourage enjoyab le, ac c essib le music  experienc es for a ll.  

 
·  To make equipment ava ilab le w ith support in its c rea tive use for peop le w ith d isab ilities 

and / or sensory impa irments. It w ill a lso be ac c essib le for Early Years c hild ren (under 5) who 
w ill benefit from multi-sensory experienc es as well as other groups suc h as the elderly. 
 

 
 

·  Plymouth Music  Zone is pa rt of a  network of Youth Music  Ac tion Zones set up  in a reas of 
soc ia l and  ec onomic  need  by na tiona l c ha rity Youth Music , p rovid ing  music -making  
ac tivities to young peop le who might not otherwise have the opportunity.  It is a lso one of 4 
Spac e for Sport and  Arts fac ilities in the c ity. 


