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Top Music Industry Experts Leave PMZ’s Youth Forum With Stars in their Eyes  
 
Plymouth Music Zone’s Youth Forum, TEMPO, have had a once in a lifetime opportunity to question 
some of the top names in the music industry right on their own doorstep.  
 
The drum supremo from Kasabian and a top executive from Sony Records were just two of an 
extraordinary panel of experts from the music industry leading the packed event hosted by PMZ. 
The ‘Strategies for Success’ seminar was run by the Musicians Union and set out to provide top tips 
for musicians on how to ‘do it yourself’ and grab the attention of an increasingly competitive and 
digitally changing industry. Managers and producers who’ve worked with bands as diverse as the 
Kaiser Chiefs, the Who, Echo and the Bunnymen and the Damned were on hand to share advice 
on how the music industry jigsaw fits together.  
 
PMZ’s Youth Forum participant Zoe Fell, 17 (seen in photo) couldn’t help being starstruck when she 
met Ian Matthews, her Kasabian idol: 
“It’s not everyday you get to meet someone of that high status and it’s great he took time out of his 
busy schedule to meet the little people. I learned so much and it’s so inspiring to hear he’s gone 
from being a sessional musician to playing Glastonbury and he was so down to earth which I really 
didn’t expect. He had his hand on my shoulder when we had our photograph taken and I told him 
he had very warm hands. I’m not going to wash that shirt ever again!”  
 
The panel of professionals gave the latest lowdown on advances in digital technologies with 
advice on issues like creating online music stores to sell music direct to the public. Other sessions 
covered everything from record deals and live work to press and publicity, A and R and 
production and recording.      
 
PMZ’s Development Director, Debbie Geraghty, says apart from being hugely useful it was also a 
real coup to have PMZ used as a venue for such an event: 
"Having so many distinguished members of the music industry and well known musicians sat 
smack bang in the middle of Devonport at PMZ is just amazing. It's a line up of experts that had 
people coming from all over the country to hear and the audience loved it.  Some of those top 
people were really taken by the work that we do and they’ll be taking that away with them - 
knowing more about PMZ and all the points our young people made about widening access to the 
music industry". 
 
For further information about Plymouth Music Zone’s Youth Forum, TEMPO, please call Karl Meyer 
on 01752 213690  
 
-ENDS- See below for Notes to Editor 



 

Notes to Editors: 
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