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PLYMOUTH MUSIC ZONE IS TUNING UP TO CELEBRATE ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
WITH A SERIES OF SPECIAL EVENTS TO COMMEMORATE THE BIG 10. 
 
The award  winning cha rity began its life  back in 1999 with just one music ian working  out of a  
cupboard  delivering workshops to a  hand ful o f sc hools throughout Plymouth. 10 years on and  the 
flagship  organisa tion now has 25 members of sta ff and  has bec ome inc reasing ly recognised  as a  
Centre of Exc ellence for c utting edge c ommunity music  both loc a lly and  on the na tiona l stage.   
 
The Chief Executive of the Na tiona l Founda tion for Youth Music , Christina  Coker, was one of the 
first top  names in the music  sec tor to stand  in line to sing  PMZ’s p ra ises:   ‘I would like to 
congratulate Plymouth Music  Zone on all the magnific ent work they have achieved over the past 
10 years. As one of Youth Music ’s initial ‘Ac tion Zones’, they have developed models of effec tive 
prac tice whic h have been shared ac ross the national ‘Youth Music  Ac tion Zone’ network. Their 
work in Spec ial Education Needs (SEN) is exemplary as is their commitment to provid ing high 
quality music  making ac tivities. I would like to wish Plymouth Music  Zone a  very happy birthday 
and to express my personal gratitude to Ben and his team for their huge c ontribution to helping 
young people ac hieve better lives through the power of music .’ 
 
PMZ’s Youth Forum, TEMPO, has just secured  fund ing from the Youth Opportunities and  Cap ita l 
Fund  to  help  put on the commemora tive events to invite the c ommunity to c elebra te the 
achievements of the last dec ade.  TEMPO is hard  a t work setting up  “ 3 in a  row for the Big  10”  
ready to kic k off the c elebra tions a t the end  of June.  
 
19 yea r o ld  Josh Le Marquand  is one of PMZ’s Music  Lead er App rentic es and  has been involved  
with the p rojec t sinc e he was 13.  “Until you’ve c ome down here and experienc ed it you wouldn’t 
be able to put into words how brilliant this plac e is. I wouldn’t be able to desc ribe it to someone 
and do it justice. I mean it’s inc redib le what PMZ does. I’m still here a fter 6 years and still saying it’s 
that good so it’s got to be doing something right!”  
 
Young peop le are a t the hea rt of Plymouth Music  Zone and  the community music  organisa tion has 
reached  over 16,500 of them sinc e 1999 and  a ttrac ted  over £3 million of externa l investment to 
enhanc e opportunities for them in the c ity. Pro jec t Direc tor Ben Balla rd  says, “ We’ve come suc h a 
long way since the idea of PMZ was just a  sparkle in one person’s eye all those years ago. It’s so 
muc h more than one person now and it’s a ll down to having suc h an inc redible team and some 
amazing partnerships with other people in the c ity. I just really hope everyone helps us build on 
that hard fought suc cess for the next 10 years so we can keep using the power of music  to make a 
difference.”   
 
For full deta ils of a ll the events p lease see the website www.p lymouthmusic zone.org .uk   



 

 

 
Notes to Editors: 
 
Please see separa te a ttac hments for: 
 

(1) PMZ’s BIG 10 - Top Ten Fac ts  
(2) PMZ’s BIG 10 - 1999-2009 Timeline 
(3) PMZ’s BIG 10 - Event Deta ils 

 
For any interviews/ photos/ film ing  opps or further information p lease c a ll PMZ’s Development 
Direc tor, Debb ie Geraghty, on 0787 579 9882 (mob) or the Projec t Administra tor, Glyn Fuge, on 
01752 213690  
 
 
 
 


