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Plymouth c elebrates Youth Music  Week 
2009 with 80 FREE Youth Music  
Workshops 
 
Plymouth Music  Zone (PMZ) is celebra ting  Youth Music  Week by using  the Music  is Power 
message to rea lly push boundaries and  p ioneer new pa ths in the c ity.  Plymouth Music  
Zone delivers up  to 80 workshops per week to sc hool and  c ommunity settings. Some of 
these a re open a c c ess ac tivities tha t anyone c an jo in, as long  as you’ re aged  6 to 18 
yea rs. 
 
Performances, workshops, showcases and  taster sessions for c hild ren and  young  peop le 
of a ll ages take p lac e ac ross the na tion to c eleb ra te Youth Music  Week eac h yea r.  
 
The ac tivit ies a re led  by Youth Music ’ s network of 22 Youth Music  Ac tion Zones who 
partner w ith loc a l venues and  p rofessiona l music ians, da nc ers, a nd  young  music ians to 
c eleb ra te their ha rd  work and  suc c esses.  From bea t boxing  to p laying  the oboe, there’s 
something  to see, hea r and  try out a t eac h and  every Ac tion Zone. More deta ils on  
Youth Music  Week ac tivities in Plymouth a re ava ilab le a t: 
http :/ / music ispower.youthmusic .org .uk/ events/ . 
 
Myleene Klass, Youth Music  Ambassad or c omments: 
“ All c hild ren love music  - and  with their annua l Youth Music  Week, Youth Music  ha s found  
a  unique way to engage with more c hild ren to exp lore, develop  and  rea lise their music a l 
potentia l. Over 3000 youngsters partic ipated  in ac tivities for 2008 Youth Music  Week a nd  
this yea r we a re a iming  to doub le tha t figure, enc ourag ing  even more c hild ren ac ross 
the UK to take part in music  ac tivities rega rd less of loca tion of c irc umstanc e.”  
 
For more information: 
 
On Workshops & Plymouth Music  Zone’s work: 
Debb ie Geraghty, PMZ, Debb ie@p lymouthmusic zone.org .uk, 01752 213690 
 
Youth Music  Week 
Grania  Hyde-Smith, Youth Music , g rania .hyd e-smith@youthmusic .org .uk, 020 7902 1060 
 
Tune In, The Year Of Music  
Mary Williams, freud  c ommunica tions, mary.w illiams@freud .c om, 0203 003 6387 
Nic ola  Williamson, freud  communica tions, Nic ola .w illiamson@freud .c om, 0203 003 6448 
 
- ENDS -  
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Notes to Editors 
 
Plymouth Music  Zone is a  dynamic  c ommunity music  organisation inc reasing ly rec ognised as a  
model of exc ellenc e both loca lly and  nationa lly. PMZ believes in a  vibrant app roach to music  
based  educ a tion and  tra ining tha t©s flexib le, adap tab le and  expertly led  b y Music  Leaders. The 
work is a ll about qua lity and  innova tion as well as fun and insp ira tion and  PMZ©s ded ic ated  to 
working with others to use music  as a  powerful agent for persona l, soc ia l and  educ a tiona l 
develop ment - b y putting  c hild ren and young p eop le a t the very heart of wha t we do. 
 
PMZ is pa rt of a  network of 22 Youth Music  Ac tion Zones set up  in a reas of soc ia l and ec onomic  
need  b y na tiona l cha rity Youth Music .  
 
PMZ passiona tely b elieves in the power of music  to cha nge p eop le©s lives - Music  Making a  
Differenc e. 
 
Youth Music  was set up  in 1999 with a  remit to support music -making ac tivities for some of the UK’s 
most d isadvanta ged  young  peop le, enc ourag ing their ta lents, build ing their c onfidenc e and  
transforming the landsc ape of music a l opportunity throughout the UK. Every year more than 
150,000 c hild ren take p art in Youth Music  p rogrammes o f the broadest va riety imaginab le; from 
hip -hop and  d j-ing  to c lassic a l and jazz. Youth Music ’ s work is ta rgeted  a t young p eop le who 
ord ina rily would  never have the c hanc e to c rea te music , enc ourag ing involvement from a very 
early age. 
 
Youth Music  has an unprec ed ented tra c k rec ord  in effec ting  positive change in young p eop le 
through music  but there is still muc h more work to be done. Youth Music  asp ires to reac h out to 
ever inc reasing numb ers of young peop le ac ross the c ountry. The vision is to c rea te a  susta inab le 
environment to channel young peop les’  c rea tivity, enab ling  them to express themselves and  
develop  their skills through music . The a im is to reac h 3 million young p eop le by 2010. 
 
This year Youth Music  will be c onc entra ting on enc ourag ing teenage g irls to p ic k up an instrument, 
lea rn to d j, MC or just to sing up  for Youth Music  Week. Research rec ently c ond uc ted  b y the cha rity 
shows tha t while 56% of 7-10 yea r o ld  g irls had  engaged  in music -making in the last 3 months, only 
27% of 15-19 year olds ha d done so, while in c ontrast, b oys c ontinue to partic ipate in music -making 
ac tivities throughout their teenage years. 
 
Tune In, The Year of Music  is a  new na tiona l initia tive tha t will run throughout the 2009/ 10 ac ad emic  
year. Launc hed  in Sep tember 2009 by Ed  Ba lls, Sec retary of Sta te for Child ren, Schools and  
Fa milies, the a mb ition is to b ring together and  showc ase the wide range of music -rela ted  
experiences ava ilab le to c hild ren and  young peop le a c ross Eng land, and to enc ourage ea c h one 
of them – wha tever their ta lent – to get involved in music .  
 
The Dep artment for Child ren, Schools and  Families, through its ongoing c ommitment to p rovid ing 
acc ess to  qua lity music  and c ulture opportunities for child ren and young peop le, is c ommitted  to  
supporting  music  p rogrammes inc lud ing Sing Up, In Harmony and  the Music  Manifesto.  
 
The Na tiona l Year of Music  a ims to c eleb ra te the d iverse opportunities ava ilab le to child ren and  
young p eop le ac ross the c ountry, and  to c ontinue to engage them through new and  interesting  
music -rela ted  opportunities. By the end  of the year there should  b e no doub t tha t music  should  be 
c entra l to every c hild ’ s exp erienc e.  
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 Taking pa rt in music  and  assoc ia ted  c ultura l a c tivity ca n positively a ffec t a  child  or young p erson’ s 
develop ment in various ways – in terms of numerac y, literac y, emotiona l wellb eing, soc ia l inc lusion 
and  confidence-build ing, as well as b eing a  fulfilling  and enjoya b le p ursuit.  

  
England  is a  world  leader in music  ed uc a tion and  the numb er of c hild ren lea rning about with, and  
through music  is a lways growing.  The perc entage of c hild ren a t Key Sta ge 2 lea rning a  music a l 
instrument through la rge group  or whole c lass tuition will have inc reased from 8 percent in 2003 to  
a round  34 perc ent in 2009.   
 
A c a mp aign whic h unites everyone in c elebra ting , extend ing and develop ing partic ipation in 
music  and  other forms of c ultura l ac tivity w ill p rovide a  na tiona l spotlight for a ll the sup erb work 
sc hools a re a lready doing.  It w ill a lso provide a  and  inspire nationa l d irec tion, lead ership  and  
c ommitment, b ring ing schools, c ommunities and  fa milies together to further enjoy the magic  of 
new and d iverse types of music .   
 
The Year of Music  c amp a ign will launc h on 10th Sep tember with a  week’ s worth of ac tivity a c ross 
the country. The amb ition for the yea r is to open up  unprec edented opp ortunities for the 
Department and young peop le themselves, to work with a  d iverse mix of p rofessiona l music ians, 
DJ’ s, orc hestras and  p erformanc e artists.  
 
For more deta ils of the launc h ac tivities and  wha t’ s c oming up in the Year of Music  p lease log on 
to www.d irec t.gov.uk/ tunein 
 
 
 


