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SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON WINNERS AT MUSIC CHARITY CELEBRATION AWARDS EVENT
An 8 year old and an 80 year old are among those who’ve been recognised at a local music
charity’s annual awards event that celebrates courage and inspiration. Devonport based Plymouth
Music Zone works with some of the most vulnerable and marginalised groups of people and the
evening celebrates the most outstanding of the hundreds of participants and partner organisations
it works with every year.
The Nick Thomas Awards event is now in its tenth year and is an evening of performances and
dedications culminating in the announcement of the winners of three very different awards.
PMZ's Executive Director Debbie Geraghty who hosted the event said: "Our awards evening is a
highlight in Plymouth Music Zone’s calendar as it shows the real impact of music on so many
people’s lives with incredibly moving stories of courage against all the odds. When our awards
evening first started 10 years ago we only celebrated young people but as time went on we wanted
to recognise inspirational older people too as well as celebrating the very best in our partnership
work with other exceptional people and organisations. All the nominees and winners truly deserve
recognition. We believe it’s vital to celebrate our communities and those who care about others so
deeply."
The 2017 Nick Thomas Memorial Award for Outstanding Achievement commemorates a young
musician who died suddenly. Nick’s parents Dave and Jenny Thomas have supported the award
every year. This year’s winner, 16 year old Jasmine Tyson, has been involved with the charity for 7
years.
Jasmine’s nomination on the evening was read by PMZ Music Leader Bernie Artuso who said:
“Here at PMZ we see someone with a real determination to be herself with a remarkable and
individual singing voice. Importantly, Jasmine has been very kind and patient with her PMZ peers,
working alongside people of all ages and abilities. This is the sign of not just a mature musician, but
a kind and sensitive person. She is the perfect example of so much of what The Nick Thomas Award
symbolises.”

The Lynda MacPherson Inspiration Award, was created in memory of a woman who inspired
others by using singing in the last few months of her life to overcome the effects of a stroke. It
recognises inspirational older people who have shown outstanding courage in the face of
adversity through using music to enhance their own life and the lives of others.
The award was presented to husband and wife, Charlie and Margaret Martin, along with Trevor
Dunn, who all come along as part of PMZ’s weekly Stroke Association singing group.
The 2017 PMZ Perfect Partner Award recognises the importance of exceptional partnership work to
the charity’s success. The awards celebrate the winners’ immense dedication, passion and hard
work helping PMZ to deliver high quality creative music making projects that change lives.
This year’s winners are Lee Sewrey, Manager, Caring For Carers; Helen Fellows, Opportunity Knocks
Coordinator, Colebrook (SW) Ltd; and both Mary Smith and Amanda Summers-Evans, City College
Plymouth.
On receiving her award, Mary Smith, Head of Skills Development at City College Plymouth said:
“We see such a huge progression in our students – young people who hardly talk at all come to
Plymouth Music Zone and sing solo or play the drums and just do amazing things. I think the most
amazing thing about the partnership is that the staff at PMZ are just so genuinely pleased to work
with our students.”
All the winners were presented with bespoke trophies created by local mosaic artist, Jane Stevens.
Finalists received framed certificates.
For further information about Plymouth Music Zone’s work and creative music activities, please
contact PMZ on 01752 213692. Donate at www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk to support the charity’s
work.
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For further information please contact PMZ’s Development Manager Jeany Robinson, on 01752
213692.
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Winner of 2017 PMZ Nick Thomas Memorial Award for Outstanding Achievement 2017

Left to right: Jasmine Tyson, winner of The 2017 PMZ Nick Thomas Memorial Award for Outstanding
Achievement with Jenny Thomas, Mother of Nick Thomas

Winner of 2017 PMZ Nick Thomas Memorial Award for Outstanding Achievement 2017

Winner Jasmine Tyson, performing at The 2017 PMZ Nick Thomas Memorial Award for Outstanding
Achievement

Winners of PMZ Perfect Partner Award 2017

Left to right: Mary Smith and Amanda Summers-Evans from City College Plymouth, Helen Fellows of
Colebrook (SW) Ltd, Janet Greaves-Stocker (presenting the awards) and Lee Sewrey from Caring
For Carers.

Winners of PMZ Lynda MacPherson Inspiration Award 2017

Left to right: Trevor Dunn, Margaret and Charlie Martin.
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