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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SHARES ‘GROUND BREAKING’ RESEARCH
INTO MUSIC WITH THOSE WHO DO NOT SPEAK
A unique partnership between a Devonport music charity and the University of Plymouth sees the
launch of world leading research at an international conference in the city this week. It shows how
music and the arts can be used to engage people who struggle to communicate with words,
including those with dementia, stroke, autism and learning difficulties.
The two day ‘Beyond Words’ conference brings together over 40 speakers from a wide range of
disciplines including academics, arts practitioners, community organisations and representatives
from Education, Health and Social Care. Key note speakers include the official poet for the London
Olympics 2012 and FA Cup 2015, Lemn Sissay MBE. Leading academics speaking include the UK’s
only Professor of Arts in Health, Norma Daykin and the world’s leading Posthuman Research
professor, Carol Taylor.
Plymouth Music Zone’s Executive Director, Debbie Geraghty said:
“It’s been such an extraordinary journey for us at Plymouth Music Zone over the last two years
working with such prominent researchers to help us understand more about the impact of music,
especially on those who often feel cut off or are isolated. We have so much to learn from people
who struggle to communicate with words. Music shows that when we take the time to reach out in
ways that really involve them we can all benefit. Knowing that this work will take its place on an
international stage is proof enough that this is something worth sharing.
The research project between Plymouth Music Zone and Plymouth University Institute of Education
is one of only eight national projects funded by the Arts Council England Research Grants
programme in 2015. It aims to better understand the value and impact of the arts on individuals as
well as on society as a whole.
The ‘Beyond Words’ research focuses on how the arts use the unspoken, how communication
happens without words, and how those who face problems communicating verbally are valued
and included across communities. The conference includes presentations of academic papers as
well as a wide range of workshops and performances under the headings of Music and other arts,
Posthumanism, Equality and inclusion, Creativity and Wellbeing and Caring.
The conference is at the University of Plymouth on 14th and 15th March and is supported by Arts
Council England and the Institute for Health and Community.
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Notes for editors:

Information about Plymouth Music Zone
Plymouth Music Zone's work focuses on using music as a powerful tool to develop skills and the
health and emotional wellbeing of participants. For more information visit
http://www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk or contact Debbie Geraghty, Executive Director on
01752 213690.
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Jeany Robinson, Development Manager, Plymouth Music Zone
T: 01752 213690
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www.facebook.com/PlymouthMusicZone

For further information of the ‘Beyond Words’ Research Programme with Plymouth University:
Link to Plymouth Music Zone’s film documenting the 2 year ‘Beyond Words’ partnership project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8zCCUdzaG8
Link to Plymouth University ‘Beyond Words’ conference: https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/whatson/beyond-words-conference-2017
Link to Arts Council England Research Grants:
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-funding/funding-programmes/research-grantsprogramme-2015-18/round-1-successful-applicants/

