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LOCAL CHARITY MUSIC LEADER WINS TOP NATIONAL AWARD
IN THE ‘OSCARS’ OF THE MUSIC EDUCATION WORLD!
The Training Coordinator/Music Leader of a community music organisation based in
Devonport has been honoured in London with the highly prestigious “Inspiration Award”
at the Music Teachers Awards for Excellence 2015. The awards celebrate outstanding
achievements in the UK’s music education sector and were first launched in 2013. The
inaugural Musician’s Union Inspiration Award was presented to Anna Batson at a glittering
ceremony attended by around 250 guests from across the industry.
Anna has been involved with Plymouth Music Zone for almost a decade delivering
accessible music-making sessions in all areas of the community. The music charity believes
passionately in the power of music and cutting edge technology to empower and
transform the lives of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable people in and around the
city.
Anna Batson says she is thrilled that her passion for community music is being recognised
further afield: “It’s incredibly rewarding using music to help those who need it most and
I’m honoured to be part of an amazing team who share that dedication at Plymouth Music
Zone. I witness the power of music changing lives every day with people who totally
inspire me so it feels really humbling to be the winner of an Inspiration Award myself! I’ve
spent a lifetime committed to music and actually made the decision to change from
formal music education to community music so I could make deeper connections with a
wider range of different people, generating ideas that can work with them all. I love the
fact it’s like a ripple effect having a far greater impact than you would ever have
known. That’s what’s so wonderful about music, it really does make a difference.”
A panel of judges made up of eminent figures from the music education industry
highlighted Anna’s multi-instrumentalism and commitment to helping vulnerable groups
with her exceptionally high level of skill, sensitivity and knowledge. As the Training
Coordinator at Plymouth Music Zone Anna is responsible for developing the Music Leader
workforce to be able to engage people in places across the community ranging from
residential care homes to mental health units to domestic refuges.

Plymouth Music Zone's Executive Director, Debbie Geraghty, says the award win could
also have wider implications for the organisation: "Inspirational Music Leaders like Anna
Batson are the lifeblood of Plymouth Music Zone. As a charity, we're passionate about
using music to change lives, especially the lives of those who may be lonely or isolated.
Music Leaders need to be tremendously highly skilled. In this kind of tough climate it's
certainly not always easy to secure funding to develop the workforce, but for us it's
absolutely vital to ensure the highest possible quality and impact of what we do. It's so
wonderful to see the depth and importance of this work recognised on a national stage. It
means Plymouth Music Zone and people like Anna can share our expertise more widely,
hopefully attract further investment and then, of course, make a difference to many more
lives."
This is the second national award that local charity Plymouth Music Zone has received in
the past year alone in addition to two awards at regional level. It included a special
commendation for Excellence and Innovation in the Royal Society for Public Health Arts
and Health Awards 2014. This recognised the organisation’s work reducing the isolation of
older people in residential homes and an associated Independent Evaluation undertaken
by Plymouth University. It was also the recipient of the Best Overall Impact Award in the
South West Impact Awards 2014 as well as being a Finalist in the Best Communicator
Award.
More information about Anna Batson’s work can be found in several films on the charity’s
youtube channel at www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMusicZone
-Ends
Notes for editors:
1. Plymouth Music Zone's work focuses on using music as a powerful tool to develop
skills and the health and emotional wellbeing of participants. For more information
visit http://www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk/ or contact, Debbie Geraghty,
Executive Director on 0787 579 9882
2. The Music Teachers Awards for Excellence are held in conjunction with the annual
Music Education Expo, the industry’s leading trade exhibition.
The eleven
categories and winners plus sponsors can be seen here http://bit.ly/1EtbkrT
3. Judging panel for the Music Teachers Awards for Excellence 2015:
-

Professor David Saint, Principal, Birmingham Conservatoire
Lucy Johnstone-McCarthy, Head of Music, Baden-Powell and St Peter’s C of E
Junior School
Paul McManus, Chief Executive, Music Industries Association
Judith Webster, Chief Executive, Music For Youth
Deborah Annetts, Chief Executive, Incorporated Society of Musicians
Thomas Lydon, Editor, Music Teacher magazine

4. Headline sponsors for the Music Teachers Awards for Excellence 2015 included
Classic FM and Yamaha.

Anna Batson being presented with the Musicians’ Union
Inspiration Award.

