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LOCAL MUSIC CHARITY TO RECEIVE MAJOR GRANT FUNDING FROM ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND
A charity that uses music to transform the lives of disadvantaged children and vulnerable adults is
celebrating after learning it’s to be awarded a major grant from Arts Council England. Plymouth
Music Zone will receive just under £100,000 from the Grants for the Arts programme to deliver a
new two year intergenerational project that brings together a diverse range of people to
collaborate in creating a unique piece of music for the first time.
The ‘Pass the Baton’ project will provide a host of musical activities for participants normally
excluded from the arts enabling them to work together to become composers of their own
original music. Different groups of all ages, abilities, cultures and backgrounds will all contribute to
a final piece like a kind of ‘musical relay’ passing pieces of music from one group to another. The
project then culminates in a celebratory performance event including film and artwork created
with a local artist, especially commissioned to translate participants’ responses to the music into
visual art.
Phil Gibby, Area Director, Arts Council England, South West, said: “We’re delighted to be
supporting Pass the Baton through our National Lottery funded Grants for the Arts scheme. The
project is a great example of how arts and culture can empower people and bring them together.
We live in a remarkably diverse society, and with this diversity comes the richness and depth of
artistic work. In this cross-generational, cross-cultural project, Plymouth Music Zone is tapping into
a wealth of creative resources and I look forward to seeing the results.”
The Pass the Baton project also includes investment in staff training and development to help the
Devonport charity pass on its learning to other regional and national arts organisations. The
organisation’s recent award winning success and heightened profile has brought increased
attention around how it manages to use music to tackle loneliness and isolation and how it
supports so many people to better deal with difficult changes and challenges in their lives.
Plymouth Music Zone’s Executive Director, Debbie Geraghty, says the funding provides a vital
springboard for sharing for the organisation as well as the city of Plymouth:
“I’m not sure people quite realise how much ground-breaking work is actually happening in
Plymouth. This city seems to have become a bit of an unsung centre of excellence for how to
effectively use the power of the arts to improve the skills and health and wellbeing of some of the
most vulnerable and socially isolated people.

We’re utterly delighted this funding will create exciting new musical opportunities for so many. But
it also allows Plymouth Music Zone to pass the baton of our important learning to other
organisations wishing to extend into these vital areas of work. There is such power in sharing,
especially around the importance of working with marginalised groups with the kind of level of
depth and partnership we achieve in Plymouth and here at Plymouth Music Zone. I think this city
needs to sing loud and proud.”
This is the second flagship grant the organisation has received from Arts Council England in the
past year. It was recently awarded 1 of only 8 national grants in the Arts Council’s Research
Programme that aims to create a stronger evidence base for the arts. That £150,000 is currently
funding PMZ’s Beyond Words research project in partnership with Plymouth University studying the
benefits of using music to reach out to those who cannot or do not speak. The findings from the
Beyond Words programme will be reported at Plymouth University at a special upcoming interim
seminar on 27 May followed by an International Conference next year. Meanwhile, activities
within the Pass the Baton Project are due to start later this month and will run until April 2018.
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Information about Plymouth Music Zone
Plymouth Music Zone's work focuses on using music as a powerful tool to develop skills and the
health and emotional wellbeing of participants. For more information visit
http://www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk or contact Debbie Geraghty, Executive Director on
01752 213690.
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For further information of the ‘Beyond Words’ Research Programme with Plymouth University:
Link to Arts Council England Research Grants:
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/apply-funding/funding-programmes/research-grantsprogramme-2015-18/round-1-successful-applicants/

