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PLYMOUTH CHARITY WINS TOP SOUTH WEST AWARD
Plymouth Music Zone picked up the Best Overall Impact Award at the inaugural South West Impact
Awards yesterday. The South West Impact Awards 2014 were organised by South West Forum to
recognise the work of social purpose organisations in measuring and communicating the difference
they make. They’re the first awards of their kind in the UK and were presented by Dame Suzi Leather
at a reception after the ‘In Pursuit of Happiness’ conference in Bristol involving organisations from
across the region.
Dame Suzi, Chair of the Plymouth Fairness Commission and a former Chair of the Charity Commission
explained, “For a charity, measuring impact is the way to show you are delivering your charitable
purpose and is also the way to show commissioners, funders, beneficiaries, supporters, regulators
and policy makers that you are making a difference to people’s lives. Evidencing impact not only
helps organisations improve their services but is likely to make them more sustainable, efficient and
effective. Showcasing how it can be done well, regardless of organisational size, is hugely helpful.
Hats off to South West Forum for providing this learning and encouragement.”
Plymouth Music Zone is a music charity that believes passionately in the power of music to reach out
& help transform the lives of some of the most vulnerable children, young people & adults across
Plymouth and beyond. Also shortlisted for the Best Communicator award, judges were impressed by
how well impact measurement is embedded into Plymouth Music Zone’s activities and how well this
is communicated and disseminated. The charity was described as outstanding and commended for
its engaging use of different media to convey its impact.
PMZ’s Executive Director Debbie Geraghty says,
“It’s so flattering and hugely humbling to be recognised with such a prestigious award and to be
seen as such a shining flagship example of how charities should measure and show the difference
they make. We’ve worked incredibly hard to make sure every ounce of our energy goes into
maximising the impact of what we do. What fantastic news to bring an award back to this city that
puts Plymouth firmly on the map for being so great at making a difference to people’s lives”.
The awards were sponsored by Charity Bank. Commenting on their importance, Chapman Harrison,
Charity Bank’s Regional Manager for the South West and a member of the judging panel said “Every
organisation which has received an award has been acknowledged as an early-adopter of business
practices that place the emphasis on evidencing social impact. It is natural for Charity Bank to
support the Forum awards initiative because they are exactly in line with our own approach.
But measuring impact is not just for funders. We are pleased to see organisations, large and small,
using impact measurement to help them understand, evaluate and increase their positive impact on
society.”
-ENDS

Notes for editors:
1. Plymouth Music Zone's work focuses on using music as a powerful tool to develop skills and the
health and emotional wellbeing of participants. For more information visit
http://www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk/ or contact Debbie Geraghty, Executive Director on
0787 579 9882
2. The full list of South West Impact Award categories and winners is:
•
•
•
•
•

Small is Beautiful – Dartmouth Caring
One to watch – joint winners: Southern Brooks Community Partnership and SS Great Britain Trust
Best Communicator – One25 Ltd
Impact Leader – Devon Community Foundation
Best Overall Impact Practice – Plymouth Music Zone

3. Impact Awards 2014 organiser South West Forum supports social purpose organisations to be
better at doing what they want to do, and works with local authorities, health agencies,
universities and other public bodies as well as businesses to help them build strong relationships
and partnerships with voluntary and community groups. For more information contact
Stephen Woollett on 01392 247901 / 07792 206752 or visit www.southwestforum.org.uk
4. About Charity Bank
Charity Bank has a mission to attract share capital from social investors, take savings from
socially conscious individuals and lend solely to social purpose organisations, and, as a result,
be the most admired bank in the UK.
Since 2002, the Bank’s innovative approach to lending and its mission to benefit society have
enabled it to make loan commitments of over £185 million to charities, social enterprises and
other social profit organisations. For more information contact Chapman Harrison, Regional
Manager for the South West charrison@charitybank.org or visit www.charitybank.org
Charity Bank is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority No. 207701.
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